WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Eiy Governor,

place within their faid eounties refpetively as to them fhall feem meet, w0 quality
themfelves for the otlice of truftees for the poor of their county, which they are to
do by taking and {ubfcribing the feveral oaths,, or atlirmations, apipointed by law to
be taken to the government, and fubfcribing a declaration of their belief in the
chriftian- religion, and alio taking the following oath, viz. “ I, A. B. do {wear,
or atlirm, that I will duly and faichiully difcharge the duties and trults commit-
ted to me as a truitee for the poor of Montgomery or Harford county; as the
cafe may be, by an act of the general aflembly, enutled, An a& for the relief of
the poor in Montgomery and Harford counties; according to the béft of my fkill
and knowledge. .So help me God:” The which odths are to be adminiftered
by any of the perfons laft named for the county to the perfons firft named, or in
his abfénce to any one of the perfons firft named that fhall be there prefent, the

‘which perfon, being fworn as aforefaid, fhall adminiiter thé ocaths aforemen-
 tioned to all the reft, and fo fucceffively, the perfon firft named; that fhall
be prefent, ;{hélr”'élgva’)f’s’ “adminifter the faid ocaths tO”aﬁwahﬁtﬁhé’v’é;'BfééﬁﬁaBféﬁffﬁg o

or that fhall hereafter be eleCted and chofen purfuant to the directions of this
a& to fupply the place of any that {hall be dead or removed out of the county,
or if any fhall refufe or negle@ to qualify, or be rendered incapable of ading as a

~ truftee, when eleced and chofen purfuant to the direCtions of this act ; and the

37876

CHAP
xVi

aforefaid perfons, -or the majority of them, being {worn' as aforefaid, fhall be

conftituted and qualified as truftees of the poor of their faid county, and as fuch
are hereby invefted with full power and authority, as a4 body politic, to plead
and be impleaded, to fue and be fued, to defend  and be defended, to anf{wer
and be anfwered, by the name of the truftees of the poor of Montgomery or
Harford county, as the cafe may be, in all and every caufe, complaint and action;,
real, perfonal or mixed, of whatever kind or naturg it fhall be, in any court of
judicature within this ftate, and by that name they, and any of them, and their
fucceflors, thall and they are hereby enabled to take, hold, pofiefs and enjoy; any
gift, donation or prefent, which fhall or may hereafter be given, devifed or be-

queathed, by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to them, or any of them, for

‘or towards the fupport and maintenance of the poor in their refpective counties ;
and they, or any of .them, may receive, by way of {ubfcription, any fum or fums
. of money which fhall or may be given for the better and more fpeedy promoting . -
‘the benefit and good by this act intended ; and. that they have full power, au-

thority and ability, to purchafe, take, hold, receive, enjoy and have, to theni

and their fucceflfors for ever, any lands, tenements and hereditaments, not ex-

ceeding the yearly value of five hundred p unds current money, and are hereby
 refpectively empowered and authorifed to ufe one common feal in their bufinefs,
selating to the faid corporation, and the fame, if neceffary, to change and alter;
‘and that the faid perfons 0 incorporated, and their fucceffors, fhall be the true

and undoubted truftees, in perpetual fucceffion for ever, to be continved i way
and manner hereafter {pecified, with full and abfolute power, liberty and au-
thority, in the making and ordaining fuch laws, orders and rules, for the better
relieving, regulating, and feiting the poor to work, and punifhing vagrdnts, beg-
gars, vagabonds and offenders, and for the good government of the faid alms and.

* work-houfe in their faid counties refpectively, as to them and their fucceéffors
fhall, from time to time, think moft fic and requifite, all which f{hall be ob-

ferved by the overfeers of fuch alms and work-houfes, and by all poor, beggars,

vagranis, vagabonds and offenders, in fuch alms and work-houfes, under the-

penalties therein contained. Provided always, that the faid rules, laws and
orders, be no ways conirary to the laws of this flate.

IV. 9nb, to perpetuate the fucceffion of the aforefaid number of feven truftees
for the faid counties, We 1t enaiked, dy the General Affembly of Maryland, "That
as often as any one of the faid truftees for the poor in the {aid counties fhall die,
or remove himfelf out of the county, refufe to qualify by taking and {ubfcribing
the oaths or affirmations, and fubfcribing the declaration aforcfaid, or become
incapable of afling, the truftees for the time being for the county wherein fuch
vacancy. (hall happen, then furviving and remaining within the faid county, or
the major part of them, are hereby authorifed and required to elect, nominate
and choofe, one of the principal inhabitants of the county in the place and room.
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